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Prompt Examples

If I planned to give a reading, the prompt would depend on what I 

wanted them to get out of it and what they were to DO with that 

information. 

1. For memory purposes only, it might be: “As you read this text, 

use the highlighted words to inform your understanding of how 

this adds to our lectures. Please write down five of those words 

and show, in a concept map, how they connect”

2. If I want them to analyze the reading, the prompt might be, “as 

you read this text, think about the class we just had, and write 

down three ways the class helped you understand the material."



Prompt examples continued
3. If I want to help students begin to learn how to extend beyond the reading, I might 

say, “Given what you read in this text about XXX, give me three possible outcomes of 

the experiment”

4. If I want to just have students comprehend the text, I could produce a prompt that 

says something like, “Here are three questions on this reading. For each question, I 

want you to answer it using information from the text, as well as information from what 

we have previously discussed in class.”



Conclusions and Summary
1. Reading comprehension is something we aspire to with our students.

2. It is not simple for students.

3. We need to distinguish between types of texts.

4. We need to be clear in the goals

5. Assessment both formative and summative is critical, and it needs to happen often.

6. We need to strengthen the connection between the intentionality of reading and our 

assignments.

7. Final thoughts?
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